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Historical Sketch of Concordia Teachers College, 
Seward, Nebr. 
By Pror. H. O. A. KEINATH, Seward, Nebr. 
(Concluded. ) 


The Teachers Seminary, 1905—1923. 


The meeting of the Delegate Synod in 1905 was a memorable 
one for the Seward Concordia as well as for the whole school 
system of Synod in this part of the country. Since the practise 
of sending students to Addison after three years of study in Seward 
was not satisfactory, the Nebraska District supported the Board 
of Control in its request that this institution become a “volles 
Lehrerseminar.” This meant that two more years would be added 
and that the curriculum as well as necessary facilities would have 
to be adequately enlarged. By this time the need and the future 
possibilities of the school had been generally recognized, and Synod 
granted practically all that was requested. Seward was to become 
a full teachers seminary; $20,000 was granted for the erection of 
a new administration building, $6,000 for a new refectory, and 
professors were to be called in sufficient number to meet the de- 
mands of new conditions. In the financial vocabulary of that day 
these figures, so small in our eyes to-day, represented a real ex- 
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penditure. But making appropriations and collecting money for 
such appropriations are two different things, as every one knows 
by experience. Synod followed a rule that no buildings could be 
erected until two-thirds of the required sum had been collected. 
Seward had to wait. Imagine the plight of President Weller when 
he had to pack almost one hundred boys into a building that was 
well filled with half that number; imagine also the general chaos 
existing in this dormitory, where classrooms, piano-rooms, organ- 
rooms, living-rooms, bedrooms, and a few other rooms were at- 
ranged side by side in a kind of “orderly confusion.” No wonder 
that President Weller humorously wrote in the Lutheraner that 
to study under such circumstances was the first art that the new- 
comer at Seward had to acquire. 

But that faithful Nebraska District, always alive to the needs 
of the institution within its boundaries, again came to the rescue. 
A special collection was organized, and an emergency building was 
erected at a cost of over $2,000. Thus the congestion was rélieved 
until the synodical building program could be carried out. This 
building program was completed by 1907, when a new refectory 
and a new administration building provided the long-sought facil- 
ities for a more adequate organization and arrangement of all 
activities. In 1914 another building, the music hall, was found 
necessaty; in recognition of the fact that the Nebraska District 
furnished $10,000 for this three-story structure, the building 
proudly bears the inscription “Nebraska Hall.” 

The expansion of 1905 demanded a decided enlargement of 
the teaching personnel. In rapid succession three new professors 
were called and began their activity in 1906: Professors K. Haase, 
H.B.Fehner, and A. Schuelke. By an agreement with the local 
congregation a training-school was organized, and Professor Fehner 
was placed in charge. When Professor Ritzmann had resigned in 
1907, Prof. J. T. Link was called to succeed him and to take over 
some of the work in the training-school. In 1908 Synod decided 
to add another year to the courses of both Seward and Addison, 
and thus the present six-year course of the school became a reality. 
The added demand upon the work of the teaching force created by 
this enlargement was met by the calling of Prof. P. Reuter in 1908. 

The succeeding years were years of steady expansion, retarded 
only by the hectic war years, when there was a decline in the 
number of students attending. The institution received a drastic 
object lesson in divine protection when in 1913 a tornado swept 
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through the section of Seward where the campus is located, headed 
straight for the buildings, swerved aside at the last moment, and was 
content to hurl a part of the roof over the heads of some terror- 
stricken students who had sought refuge in a near-by draw. In 
1914 Rev. F. W.C. Jesse, now pastor in Atchison, Kans., was called 
as president, and he guided the destinies of the school during the 
difficult war period. Professor Weller, whose health had not pet- 
mitted him to function as president any longer, now was called to 
a regular professorship. In 1920 the number of students stood 
at 124. 

From the year 1919 onward Seward opened its doors to girls 
desiring to become teachers in our parochial schools. This was 
done in response to an ever-increasing demand for lady teachets 
in our schools; in the course of time the enrolment of girl stu- 
dents increased, until Seward resolved that only one-fifth of the 
student-body may be feminine. 

Since 1919 the institution is also accredited, both to the 
Nebraska Department of Public Instruction and to the University 
of Nebraska. In view of the increasing amount of supervision 
exetcised by the State also over parochial schools this step became 
a necessity. Due to this accreditation, Seward is empowered to 

“issue a Junior First Grade State Certificate to its graduates, which 
after three years of successful teaching may be converted into a life 
certificate. This power of certification is equal to that granted to 
the State’s normal schools. 


The Second Period of Expansion, 1923—1934. 


In 1919 the College of Presidents, when meeting for the dis- 
tribution of calls, was confronted with the task of allotting thirty- 
three candidates for the teaching profession to ninety congrega- 
tions that had sent in calls. Some congregations were forced to 
wait for years before they could get a teacher. Under these con- 
ditions there was only one solution: fill the teachers seminaries 
with students. This appeal did not fall on deaf ears, and we find 
the enrolment at Seward increasing by leaps and bounds: 201 by 
1923 and 301 by 1926, the highest mark in the school’s history. 

This increase at once raised the problem of adequate building 
facilities again. Dormitories, classrooms, dining-rooms — every- 
thing was again too small. When the Delegate Synod met in Fort 
Wayne in 1923 to launch a building program of almost four million 
dollars, Seward also received a generous share. Within four years 
almost half a million was spent on buildings of this school. And 
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when all these projects were completed, Seward had a new refectory, 
which is a model of efficiency, a new dormitory, and a new ad- 
ministration building. This last-named building with its Gothic 
lines and impressive tower is the pride of the institution and 
regularly elicits remarks of surprise from visitors who see it for 
the first time. Thus the campus of to-day presents an array of 
new buildings which in point of serviceability, beauty, and soli- 
darity leave nothing to be desired. In recent years a gymnasium 
was added to the equipment and provides space for many athletic 
activities. 

The influx of students required additions to the teaching 
force. In the decade from 1920 to 1930 the following professors 
were added to the staff: H. L. Hardt, H. A. Koenig, H. O. A. 
Keinath, W. Hellwege, T. G. Stelzer, W. F. Kruse, and L. G. Bickel. 
When President F. W.C. Jesse accepted a call into the ministry, 
Rev. C.F. Brommer was called to fill the vacancy and now oc- 
cupies the presidential chair since 1924. The faculty suffered 
a severe loss in the sudden death of Prof. A.Schuelke, who was 
called out of the midst of his activities in March, 1932. 

Here may be the place to name those who at various times 
during these forty years acted as assistants at the institution: 
Mr. H. Martin, Rev. P. Lohr, Rev. C. H. Becker, Rev. F. Rittamel, 
Rev. A. Saeger, Rev. P. Krey, Mr. H. C. Kahler, Miss M. Haase, 
Miss J. Haase, Rev. M. Ilse, Rev. Ph. Lange, Miss A. Herpols- 
heimer, Mr. J. Hilgendorf, and Miss M. Link. 

In the course of its history this institution has sent over five 
hundred candidates into the schools of the Missouri Synod. They 
are to be found scattered throughout many States of the Union. 
Even in these depression years there has been a strong demand for 
the services of these young men, and at present only three can- 
didates have not been placed in teaching positions. What a splendid 
array of workers for the kingdom of God has gone forth from the 
classrooms of this Seward Concordia! A teacher, more than many 
others, is “like the candle that consumes itself in lighting others.” 
And the Christian teacher above all is in position to give a rea 
light to the children entrusted to him, the light of salvation. Who 
will measure or compute the amount of light that has already been 
spread and the many candles of faith that have already been lighted 
“by those who call Concordia of Seward their alma mater? May 
she ever continue to serve that noble ideal — Christian education! 

(From Lutheran School Journal — by permission. ) 
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The Development of English Lutheran Church 
Activities in the Ozarks. 
By REV. WALTER COOK, Conway, Mo. 
(Continued. ) 

In the preceding article we noted the development of the 
parochial schools within the English Lutheran Conference of 
Missouri. Those pioneers learned to appreciate this most efficient 
way and means of training the children under the direct and con- 
stant influence of God’s Word. They also realized that the Chris- 
tian day-school, properly conducted, is one of the major means of 
carrying on a successful campaign of winning and keeping souls 
for the Lord and the Church. The three outstanding schools of 
the Conference in the period from 1885 to 1888 were to be 
found at Springdale, Ark.; Gravelton, Mo.; and Rader, near 
Conway, Mo. 

Immanuel Congregation, near Conway, Mo., was branched off 
from St. Paul’s near Marshfield in 1877. It was but a small flock 
from the very start. The aged pastor of St. Paul’s served this 
branch congregation for several years. In the fall of 1883 Rev. 
I. E. Rader was called to the pastorate of Immanuel, and he 
accepted. He was one of the younger set of colonists and had 
studied in our “practical seminary” in Fort Wayne. In 1876 he 
became pastor of a small flock of Tennessee Synod Lutherans living 
at Hindsville, Ark. There he started a parochial school, and in 
the course of time he opened a mission and a school at Spring- 
dale, Ark. He was very faithful and conscientious in all his work, 
and especially so in his labors in church and school. He led 
a frugal and strenuous life. His income was very meager, and 
there was little to go on. Eighteen miles intervened between Hinds- 
ville and Springdale, and he had to go back and forth to serve both 
places. But how did he go? He could not even afford to keep 
a horse that he might ride; so he went afoot. This he did for 
years; but finally his health broke down, and he felt compelled 
to resign, in 1882, in order to recuperate. 

When in the fall of 1883 he received the call to Immanuel, 
Conway, Mo., he felt able to undertake the work of the ministry 
once more, and he gladly accepted the call. The small congre- 


- gation welcomed him with joyful hearts and open arms; for accord- 


ing to blood and in spirit they were one, and they knew that he 
was faithful. While he never pretended to be a pulpit orator, he 
was, as long as he was in office, always an able teacher of the Word 
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of God and always a faithful disciple of the Lord Jesus. Not 
did his parishioners wish for more than a pious and faithful ser- 
vant of the Word. Now, with “Cousin Irenus” as pastor, they 
knew that he would organize and conduct a first-class parochial — 
school in their midst. 


First Term of Parochial School in Immanuel Church, 
Webster Co., Mo. 


In regard to the establishment of a parochial school at Rader 
the congregation passed the following resolutions: “Be it resolved 
that our pastor begin parochial school as soon as possible”; further- 
more: “Be it resolved that the instruction in our school be free 
of charge to all persons who come under our rules and regulations 
and will use the books which we prescribe.” We gather from these 
resolutions that the pastor had the congregation solidly behind him 
in his endeavor to establish a Christian day-school in its midst. 
There were none who said, or even thought: “Let the pastor see 
to it; that’s his school and is not our affair.” “The resolution 
expressly states that the members considered it their school, calling - 
it “our school” and speaking of “our rules and regulations” and of 
“the books which we presctibe.” We note also that they were 
liberal, perhaps almost to a fault, in giving “all persons” the priv- 
ilege and opportunity to attend this school, thus including children 
of “outsiders.” This proved them to be unselfish and mission- 
minded; they firmly believed that “God will have all men to be 
saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” In another 
sense, however, they were not “liberal”; i.e., they were not union- 
istic, but in the opinion of others they were very narrow-minded, 
much too confessional. We are glad that they were not willing 
to sacrifice either truth or principle in order to increase their atten- 
dance in school or at the church services. They gave fair warning 
that only such books would be used as we orthodox Lutherans 
presctibe and use in our schools and churches. The pastor was 
given full authority to keep good order and Christian discipline in 
school, according to “our rules and regulations.” 

The expression “free of charge” proves that the pastor was 
unselfish and self-sactificing; for he was willing to do his school- 
work practically “free of charge” for everybody, also for the con- 
gtegation, inasmuch as his labors of love in the school were “thrown 
in for good measure.” He was hardly paid a fair reward for his 
preaching and pastoral labors, but as a faithful shepherd he con- 
sidered the work in the school a very important part of his pastoral 
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duties because of the command of Christ: “Feed My sheep” and 
“Feed My lambs.” But too much was expected of these faithful 
laborers in this part of the Lord’s vineyard, and like good horses 
they worked themselves to death. Of course, we must not over- 
look the fact that those flocks were small and the members very 
poor, and therefore the Lord’s servants were content with what 
little they did receive. 

But, alas, they could not hold out in the long run. One after 
another suffered a nervous breakdown. Those who devoted them- 
selves most whole-heartedly to the school and the mission program 
of the conference gave out first, among these our faithful worker 
1. E. Rader, first in Arkansas and after the first term of school also 
here at Rader, in the spring of 1884. With a heavy heart he 
offered his resignation to Immanuel Church on the 15th of April. 
In the minutes of the congregation we read: “I hereby, with heavy 
heart, do resign my office as pastor and teacher of Immanuel Ev. 
Luth. Congregation. (Signed.) I.E. Rader.” Sadly the congrega- 
tion accepted the resignation by passing the following resolution: 
“We express our earnest thanks to Rev. I. E. Rader for his faithful 
setvices in church and school and for his great encouragement to 
us during his stay with us.” 

Thus the first term of the parochial school came to an early 
close, without much prospect of reopening in the near. future. 
Rev. I. E. Rader moved to his beloved Springdale. Later on he 
served again as pastor and teacher in parochial schools and managed 
to hold out longer. 

How much the brethren in office thought of Pastor Rader is 
manifest from a paragraph in the proceedings of the tenth con- 
vention, held in Salem Church, Springdale, Ark., October 20 
to 25, 1882, at the time of his first resignation as pastor and teacher 
of Salem Church, which reads: “Rev. I. E. Radet’s health became so 
delicate that he was constrained to discontinue his pastoral labors. 
Conference resolved that in him it had lost a faithful worker and 
that they continually implore our heavenly Father, if it be His 
will, soon to restore Brother Rader to good health.” Rev. Rader 
then expressed his gratitude to the conference for the kind words 
above and said that as soon as possible he would he ready to enter 
the active ministry again.” 

For over a year there was no school in Immanuel. Rev. Andrew 
Rader served the congregation as vacancy pastor as faithfully as 
he could. But better things were in store for this little flock. 
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The Parochial School of Immanuel Reopened under More 
Favorable Conditions, in Charge of Pastor A. W. Meyer. 


It was on the 23d of August, 1885, that Candidate Meyer 
was ordained and installed as pastor of Immanuel, teacher of its 
school, and English missionary at large for the Ozarks. Right 
from the start pastor and people were highly charged with a laud- 
able determination to lose no time about reopening Immanuel 
School. This wonderful parochial-school-mindedness became evi- 
dent on the very day of installation. It was the paramount topic 
of conversation. There was no discussion about it. The new pastor 
had arrived Saturday night. He was ordained and installed Sunday 
forenoon, but at the close of the morning service announcement was 
made that there would be a “called session” in the afternoon, which 
all voting members should be sure to attend, as matters pertaining 
to the parochial school would be discussed. All were present, and 
all were in favor of opening a parochial school. Uncle Darius 
does not remember what all was said, but he “allows” that he 
cannot remember that one single syllable was spoken against 
opening a school. The following resolution was passed unani- 
mously: “Resolved, That the pastor begin a parochial school on 
the 31st of August.” Two other resolutions were added: 1) “That 
we furnish a blackboard for the school by the 31st of August”; 
2) “that we furnish a writing-desk the week following.” The com- 
mittee to furnish these school requisites was composed of A. F. 
Rader, Darius Rader, and W. A. Rader. 

Pastor Meyer opened the school on the 31st of August, and 
the committee had a blackboard ready for use. Rev. Meyer reported 
an enrolment of 38 children that fall. The attendance was not 
always 100 per cent., but upon the whole it was not bad, because 
the parents were very anxious for the children’s sake to have them 
attend as regularly as possible, and the children loved their pastor 
and teacher; he was like a father to them. Irregular attendance 
was caused chiefly by inclement weather; for some children were 
poorly clad and shod. There was more or less sickness in winter, 
and occasionally a -contagious disease thinned out the ranks of 
scholars temporarily. 

The course of study was of course not as complete and compli- 
cated as the courses of our present-day primary schools. In the 
public schools they used to speak of the three R’s, reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, as being the chief branches of learning; but in out 
parochial schools another and still more important R was not only 
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added, but rather given the greatest prominence. And that is as 
it should be. For what is all education without the one thing 
needful? All other studies are but vanities or zeros without the 
one thing that counts— religion. Pastor Meyer taught the four 
R’s in the Christian day-school. There was instruction in the Cate- 
chism, in Bible History; there was Bible-reading and singing of 
the hymns of the Church and other spiritual songs. There was, in 
connection with reading, also spelling; the pupils were also taught 
to write a legible hand; in arithmetic they learned to “cipher and 
figure.” In the higher grades they also had history and geography. 
Uncle Joseph Rader furnished a map. 

Concerning the admission of children of those who were not 
connected with the congregation the following resolution was passed 
on the Sunday before the opening of the school: “As to admittance 
of children outside of the congregation to our parochial school it 
was resolved to admit all free of charge, but to accept voluntary 
payments if such are offered.” During the course of the first full 
school season it was “resolved that the tuition for each child of 
Lutheran parentage, whose parents are not members of this con- 
gregation be 20 cents a week.” This resolution provided for a nom- 
inal remuneration for services rendered to Lutherans who either 
belonged to some other congregation of our Church or to some 
mission which had no school or to such as lived in the territory of 
Immanuel, but for some reason had not as yet joined. 

Concerning the melodion, or small organ, of which Dr. Meyer 
writes, Vol. VII, No. 4, p. 121, it appears that those little pests, the 
poor church mice, did much damage to the useful instrument. 
We find two resolutions concerning it in the old minutes of those 
times. 1) “Resolved to use the melodion for accompanying the 
songs during services and in school.” Precautionary measures were 
necessary to insure the life of the melodion during the pastorate of 
Rev. A. W. Meyer. The destructive work of the church mice caused 
the following resolution to be made: “Resolved to secure the church 
house so as to prevent the mice from injuring the instrument.” 
Mr. Simeon Rader, one of the most able-bodied members, was 
appointed to make the “church house” mouse-proof; but we have 
not been able to learn just how well he succeeded. This, however, 
we do know, that the melodion did not reach a ripe old age; yet it 
served its purpose for the time being and was the forerunner of 
a better instrument. The writer of this article is really wondering 
how Pastor Meyer managed to have that first resolution passed, 
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especially the words “during services.” That old generation of 
pioneers did not believe in “mechanical” music. Singing was sing- 
ing with them, and no playing. They had not been taught that 
way in old Tennessee. In the annual election of officers provision 
was made for a leader in singing, sometimes called “superintendent - 
of the singing class.” Darius Rader held this office about the time 
that first resolution was passed. His love for the pastor was so 
strong that he forgot about his prejudice against the use of musical 
instruments in church services (he had no objections to their being 
used in school) and submitted to his pastor’s wishes. Many years 
later, in 1902, there was a conference at Rader. At that time there 
was neither a melodion nor an organ in the church. A pastor inci- 
dentally remarked to “Uncle” Darius after the services: “You 
folks ought to have an organ in church.” But “Uncle” Darius 
rejoined: “No, siree, we wouldn’t have one of those ‘old grunters’ 
in church; no, not for anything.” This was his honest conviction, 
though he had a quaint way of expressing his opinion. A few 
years later the wishes of the younger generation prevailed, and we 
have an organ in church, for which the little melodion had prepared 
the way, thanks to the initiative of Pastor Meyer. 

Pastor Meyer realized that he had to take the first step and 
be a teal leader to these people. He consequently planned and 
introduced services and customs not observed in Tennessee. Among 
these, which to them seemed to be innovations, was the children’s 
Christmas Eve service and the annual school picnic. We are men- 
tioning both of these in this connection because they were closely 
connected with the school-work. 

In the first fall of his pastoral activities Rev. Meyer, in the 
midst of all his diversified labors and cares, found or took time to 
plan ahead for the children’s service to be held on Christmas Eve 
or Christmas night. A good deal of it was to be by way of a sut- 
prise. There was to be a nice, orderly service, with an appropriate 
program, which was to feature the Christ-child from beginning 
to end. No Santa Claus foolishness about that program! Finally, — 
of course, the pastor had to take up the matter with his congre- 
gation; and this is what we find on record in the minutes of the 
congregation: “Called session, December 13, 1885. ... Resolved 
that we have a regular service for our schoolchildren on Christmas 
evening with a Christmas-tree, which, if possible, is to be decorated 
with appropriate presents for the children.” There were but eleven 
days in which to get all things ready. Did you notice how cautious 
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Pastor Meyer was in formulating the motion? THe inserted the 
clause: “If possible,” the tree “is to be decorated with appropriate 
presents,” to guard against improper presents, and for “our school- 
children,” who were to render the program and to give all glory 
to God on high. The decorations included some extra ornaments 
and of course also Christmas candles. “If possible.” Why 
shouldn’t it be possible? Pastor Meyer had taken into considera- 
tion the extreme poverty of these people, and he knew that they 
were in the habit of countiig every penny and nickel twice before 
spending it, i.e., if they had one or the other to spend; so he had 
to be careful lest the motion be lost and all his plans be spoiled. 
All that he wanted of them was to pass this motion and let him 
go ahead. He did not ask them for any money to get the things 
needed because he knew where to get what was needed for this 
purpose. He had written to the patron of the English Mission 
work, the Rev. C. L. Janzow in St. Louis, pastor of Bethlehem Con- 
gtegation, who had a big and warm heart for the good cause and _ 
for these poor hill folks. Pastor Janzow hastened to assure his 
young brother that he would take care of what was needed for 


the happy occasion. 
(To be continued.) 


Corrections. 


Vol. VIII, p.28, 1.6 from bottom, read “estate” instead of “farm”; 
p- 30, 1. 11 from top, insert “nearly” between “was” and “rammed”; p. 31, 
1.5 from bottom, read “August” instead of “October”; p.59, 1.11 from 
top, read: “since nobody in those congregations had declared his separa- 
tion from the Landeskirche in due legal form”; p. 61, 1. 12 from top, read: 
“who was to enter Concordia College at Fort Wayne, Ind.” 
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